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DeKalb Women Celebrate 75 Years Of Servant Leadership
Decatur, Ga. – October 1, 2009 – In 1934, sixteen Decatur women saw an opportunity to provide needy children in Decatur schools with milk by establishing a Children’s Milk Fund.  Energized by the impact the milk fund had on Decatur, the women looked for more ways to serve their community.  Seventy-five years later, DeKalb County’s women continue to improve the lives of its residents through voluntarism. 
Throughout its history, the Junior League of DeKalb County (JLD) has advocated on behalf of women and children not just through community programs and projects, but also through equipping volunteers with the skills necessary to serve as civic leaders within the community. JLD has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars to support community projects and organizations, as well as served the community with thousands of volunteer hours. JLD members have participated in Leadership DeKalb and Leadership Atlanta, received multiple awards for community service, served on several boards of directors for other community organizations.
In the 1940s, JLD organized medical, dental and hearing clinics, followed by the establishment of a hospital in the 1950s.  JLD focused on developing the arts in the 1960s and 1970s by founding the DeKalb Council for the Arts, Volunteer DeKalb, the Callanwolde Guild, Friends of Fernbank, Girl's Holding Home and the Callanwolde Arts Media Center. Over the last two decades, JLD has boldly taken up the issues of rape and domestic violence by establishing the DeKalb Rape Crisis Center and the International Women’s House.  Today, JLD serves teachers and students alike with grant money for classroom projects through it’s Mini-Grants for Excellence in Education program, and provides foster children in DeKalb County with brand new personal items including comforters, bed sheets, alarm clocks, books and stuffed animals through A Space of My Own.
Improving literacy rates among children is one of the premier goals of all Junior Leagues.  As part of JLD’s service efforts during its anniversary year and in partnership with the other eleven Junior Leagues of Georgia, members have committed to reading to Georgia’s children for 1,000,000 minutes during the 2009-2010 League year.

(more)
 “This year as we celebrate our past and look ahead to our future, I am inspired not only by our long history of volunteer service, but by our current membership of over 400 women who actively volunteer their time and talents to support our numerous community projects and who continue to sustain our League,” said Stacey Keegan, President.
On October 20, 2009, JLD welcomes all current and sustaining members, as well as its community partners, home for its 75th Anniversary Homecoming Celebration at JLD headquarters, The Mary Gay House, at 6:30 p.m. in Decatur.  “Reaching this milestone provides us an excellent opportunity to celebrate over eight decades of hard work, personal sacrifice, and significant success making a lasting positive impact in both our local community and the world beyond,” said Keegan.

JLD will continue to celebrate its historic legacy with the 20th annual Bargain Bazaar at The Armory in December.  JLD invites the public to grab fantastic deals on gently used furniture, children’s toys and clothing, home goods, kitchenware, etc., as well as homemade baked goods and fun activities.  In March, JLD will host Giving Gala, a festive live and silent auction that raises money for JLD’s signature projects, A Space of My Own and Mini Grants for Teacher’s Excellence.  
For more information on the Junior League of DeKalb County’s 75th Anniversary and upcoming events, visit www.jldekalb.org.
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The Junior League of DeKalb County, Inc. is an organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women, and improving communities through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.
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